WRITING TIPS

· Read the questions first and highlight key words. This will help with the comprehension an give you an idea about the topic.

· Read titles and look at the pictures

· Highlight answers in the passage and write the question number next to it in case you have to come back to the passage

· Summarise ideas in your own words 

· Support your opinion with examples from the text

· Read for global understanding first and then look at the details

· Limit the time spent looking up the words in the dictionary

Writing Practice
4 marks approx. 50 words

1. You have lost an item at school. Write an email to your fellow students and teachers including a description of the item, where and when you lost it, why it is important to you and how you can be contacted if it is found.
2. You need to borrow something from your brother/sister and you don’t have time to wait and ask him/her personally. Write a note explaining what you have borrowed, why, and when you will return it.
3. Write a note to a friend inviting him/her to come over for the weekend and suggest what you might do together.
4. You have been asked to work on Saturday. Write an email to your boss in which you apologise and explain why you cannot work on that day.

6 marks approx. 75 words

1. You are an Italian high school student who has just returned from a homestay in Australia. The school principal has asked you to give a brief speech about your experiences to the assembly.
2. Write an email to your teacher explaining why you cannot go on the school trip
3. Write to your penfriend telling him/her what you want to do for your birthday.
4. Your best friend is travelling to Italy where he/she intends to visit one of your relatives living there. Write a brief letter to introduce your friend.
10 marks approx. 125 words
1. You are one month into your exchange in an overseas country. Write a letter to a friend in your Italian class commenting on the differences between your life at home and your life on exchange.
2. Your penpal is coming to Australia soon. Write a letter to him/her describing what he/she can expect on a typical school day.
3. You have been awarded a scholarship. Write a letter to your penfriend telling him/her about it and describing how this scholarship will affect your plans for the next year.
4. Write a diary entry describing a memorable weekend you had recently.
5. Write an article for your school newspaper. The topic is ‘My Part-time Job’/ My best friend at school
6. Write an article for a youth magazine. The topic is ‘Free-time Activities in My Area’.
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